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Our ACC Mission Statement 
The mission of the Oregon Chapter of the American College of Cardiology is to build a cohesive  
C/V community throughout the State of Oregon, in order to locally promote education, research,  

use of guidelines and influence healthcare policy.  

The Governor’s Page 
Mike Widmer, M.D., FACC 
Governor of the Oregon ACC 
 

Greetings Oregon ACC Chapter Members, 
 
I hope everyone had a fun and safe Fourth of July. 
Despite all of our country’s problems, we still have 
a lot to be thankful for. Freedom of speech, free-
dom of religion, democratic debate free of reprisal 
by the opposition or the government are just a few 
of the gifts of this country that most of us take for 
granted and consider a birthright. I think just how 
fortunate we are when I read of the struggles of the Iraqi government. I hope 
we can keep our gripes and complaints in perspective as we face the chal-
lenges before us.  
 
The remainder of 2007 will indeed be challenging. We face another round of 
Medicare reimbursement cuts in 2008 due to the flawed SGR. The Oregon 
legislature passed SB 329 establishing the Oregon Health Fund Board to  
develop a universal health care system for Oregon. CMS has opened up a 
comment period for a national coverage decision regarding coronary CT  
angiography. As a national organization and as a state chapter we need to be 
prepared to meet these complex and difficult challenges. The chapter news 
and activities sections will describe in further detail how the chapter is ad-
dressing these issues.   
 
Your individual input and advice on these issues is both welcomed and nec-
essary. Please feel free to contact me or your councilor at any time to express 
your constitutionally protected freedom of speech.  
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Chapter News: 
 

On the national level the big news in June was the formal CMS report on physician reimbursement rates for 2008. As 
expected physicians face an anticipated 9.9% cut in Medicare reimbursement due to the flawed SGR. While there is 
support for freezing the cut once again, there is still no support for overhauling the SGR as Congress prefers to await 
the outcome of the presidential elections and the debate on universal coverage. In addition physicians will find them-
selves in competition with the insurance industry over how Congress pays for the freeze. The options for paying for 
the freeze being discussed on Capitol Hill include reducing the reimbursement rate for the Medicare Advantage 
HMOs and allowing further reduction in reimbursement rates for various imaging procedures mandated by the Deficit 
Reduction Act. The insurance industry opposes the reimbursement cuts in the Medicare Advantage program. The 
ACC continues to oppose the reductions in imaging due to the DRA and continues to call on members of Congress to 
repeal the Act. The ACC continues to support SB 1338 and HR 1293, “The Access to Medicare Imaging Act”. Congress 
is debating this issue this week and is attempting to tie the physician payment update to the expansion of SCHIP. It 

will be imperative that Chapter Members call their legislators by the 13th. See Chapter Action below. 
 
CMS has also opened up a 30 day public comment period for a National Coverage Decision on Coronary CTA. The 
national ACC is formulating a response. For those who are interested in reading public comments currently posted go 
to Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services—http://www.cms.hhs.gov/mcd/viewtrackingsheet.asp?id=206 
 
Locally, you should all know by now the Oregon legislature passed SB 329: “The Health Oregon Act”. This is the bill 
promoted by the Special Senate Commission on Health Care Reform and sponsored by co-chairs Sens. Westlund and 
Bates. This bill creates an Oregon Health Fund Board charged with reforming the Oregon Health care system with the 
intent of providing greater health care coverage and health care affordability to the uninsured in the state. It is esti-
mated that the new system will be presented to the legislature for approval by late 2008 and in effect by 2009.  
 
What many cardiologists and physicians may not know is that the board will be made up of members of the business 
community with expertise in such areas as consumer advocacy, management, finance, labor and health care, but not 
physicians. Ironically, the physician community is specifically excluded from representation on the Board. Section 5 of 
the Act reads “The majority of the Board members must consist of individuals who do not receive or have received 
within the past two years greater than 50% of the individual’s income or the income of the individual’s family from the 
health care industry or the health insurance industry.” Health care providers may be members of various subcommit-
tees, but as ex-officio members of the board: Section 9 (4), (5). Section 10 requires public hearings in 2008 and testimony 
from vested parties including physicians.  
 
On a personal note, I was involved in a miracle a couple of weeks ago. By chance or by Providence (I prefer the latter) I 
was at the Deschutes river and I was able to save a little boy who had drowned. Details are available at 
http://www.bendbulletin.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070620/NEWS0107/706200388 
Thank you to all who sent me cards or emailed congratulations. While I appreciate all the nice comments, I can not 
take full credit as it was a young woman by the name of Mary Ramos-Yax who saw what was floating in the river and 
picked up the little boy. I also have to give thanks to a benevolent God who saw fit to use an unworthy servant as an 
instrument of his love. Miracles do happen. 
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Chapter Activities: 
 

Advocacy 
 
Kirk Walker, our advocacy committee chairperson, was asked to represent the Oregon ACC on the OMA Legislative 
Committee.  Making our voices heard in the development of the new health care system will be a significant challenge 
for our Chapter.  Kirk’s role on the legislative committee is an incredible opportunity for the chapter as it guarantees 
the chapter will have input into the discussions and a “place at the table”. 
 

The ACC legislative conference is scheduled for September 16-18th in Washington, DC. Kirk, Alan Morasch, Sandy 
Lewis and Mike Widmer are registered to attend. Several other Advocacy committee member are considering attend-
ing as well. Chapter members who are not committee members can also attend and are encouraged to do so. The legis-
lative conference will end with a day on Capitol Hill to meet with Legislators and lobby for our ACC objectives: pre-
venting the Medicare cuts and repealing the DRA. 
 

One of the things I have learned from my participation in the ACC Legislative Conferences is the validity of the saying, 
“money is power”. More specifically, money buys access to the legislative process. A former Clinton campaign manager 
spoke at the last conference and provided a visual analogy of this truth. He showed a slide of a pyramid representing the 
average constituency of a US representative which is about 300,000 people. Approximately, 50% of those individuals don’t 
vote. About 20% are not of voting age. Of the remainder 50% did not vote for the representative. Of those that did vote for 
the candidate only 10% gave money or participated in the candidate’s campaign or got other people to contribute or to 
work on the candidate’s campaign. If you do the math you will realize that only 2% of the constituency is actually repre-
sented. These are the individuals who have access to legislators and who can influence the political process.  
 

The point of the presentation was to emphasize the importance of access and the importance of contributing to the ACC 
PAC.  One of the agenda items for the Councilor’s meeting this fall will be discussion regarding whether our chapter 
should form its own PAC as a way of gaining access and influence in the state legislative process. Regardless of the out-
come of this discussion, our advocacy committee will remain vigilant and continue to monitor and report the progress of 
the Oregon Health Fund Board. It will be very important for chapter members to convey their concerns and questions to 
their councilors or chapter officers. Your individual input, especially about a Chapter PAC, is welcomed and desired. 
 

Education 
 

Members of the Education committee met in Bend, June 30th. Participants included Sanjiv Kaul, Paul Dietering, Alan 
Morasch, Mike Widmer and Chairperson Vince Reyes. We had a productive meeting kicking off the 2008 symposium 
planning process and discussing the Heart Club agenda for the remainder of the year. Conference calls are scheduled 
for July 13th and August 31st to continue the planning process. 
 

The next Heart Club meeting is scheduled for July 18th in Eugene. The meeting will be hosted by our Eugene colleagues 
and Medtronic. Sumeet Chugh has graciously agreed to again give his presention on SCD. All are invited to attend. 
 
It is anticipated that the Fall quarter Heart Club meeting will be held in Medford. 
 

Quality 
 
Although the Quality committee did not meet in June, I have heard from various members that the D2B initiatives 
around the state are in full swing. Our institution has had several meetings already and is the process of implementing 
several changes provided by the tool kit. I would like to hear feedback from all the institutions participating in D2B 
and how the committee might help further. 
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Chapter Action: 
 

The development of the Chapter Handbook and Directory is still in process. Alan and I recently received a copy of the 
inaugural California Chapter Directory (they stole my idea!). It is very slick and a good model to emulate. Over the 
next couple of months you will receive an email showing your current information we have on file. You will be asked 
to confirm this information and add any other biographical information you would like to be public. You may delete 
any information that you do not wish to be public. It is our intent that only members receive a copy of the directory, 
but obviously that does not ensure that the information will remain private.  
 

Chapter members are again asked to contact their legislators to ask for their support and sponsorship of SB 1338 and HR 1293 
“The Access to Medicare Imaging Act” and to stop the planned Medicare reimbursement cuts. A “hotline” is available again 
this year to easily connect you to your legislators. The hotline asks you for your zip code and automatically and sequentially 
connects you to your legislators’ offices. After speaking with one office, you will be connected to the next office until all your 
legislators have been reached. When connected, ask for the health policy assistant or advisor. PLEASE USE THIS HOTLINE 
BEFORE JULY 13th. To reach this number go to http://www.acc.org/advocacy/CAN_Network/can.htm  
 

Please consider attending the ACC legislative Conference in Washington, DC, September 16-18th as part of the Oregon 
delegation. The bigger our delegation, the bigger our impact and influence on our US legislators. 
 

The annual Councilors’ meeting is scheduled for October 26-28th at Salishan on the Oregon Coast. Please contact your 
councilor to inform them of your issues, concerns and advice. We, specifically, need to know of your concerns about 
Medicare, the Oregon Health Fund Board, CTA reimbursement and a Chapter PAC. 

 

Tell us What You Think…… 
 

Here are 3 things I would like my ACC Chapter Leadership to know….. 
(These can be issues affecting your practices that you want discussed, your opinions on the Chapter, or suggestions 
that you believe will enhance the benefits you receive from the Chapter) 
 

1) ________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) _________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3) _________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Comments: ________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Name/Practice:________________________________________________________  
Phone or E-mail for Follow-Up_______________________________________________ 

 

FAX this Page to the Oregon ACC Chapter  -  503-345-9294 


