
 

 

 

 

The mission of the Oregon Chapter of the ACC is to build a cohesive Cardiovascular community  
throughout the State of Oregon, in order to locally promote education, research, use of guidelines  

and influence health care policy. 
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                                               * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
1) Governor's Message 
Fellow OR ACC Chapter members, 
 
An important part of our Chapter mission is to build a cohesive cardiology community. We have been very success-
ful this year achieving our educational and advocacy goals. The Chapter put on our fourth symposium. On the ad-
vocacy front we effectively confronted an attempt to license echocardiography technicians under a radiology board 
at the state level. On the national level our chapter was integral in getting Congress to recently pass legislation to 
temporarily eliminate cuts in Medicare reimbursement.  
 
Unfortunately, I do not feel we have been as successful in building collegiality. I had hoped that by participating in 
Heart Club meetings, road shows, advocacy efforts and the symposium cardiologists throughout the state would get 
to know each other and develop a better understanding each other and the problems and issues they face. Increasing 
familiarity should build empathy, common cause and collegiality. Hearing of the various and multiple problems 
among our colleagues suggest that we have work to do. 
 
Across the state I have heard of conflicts that have arisen between cardiology groups and surgical groups and between 
institutions. These conflicts have split groups and have threatened long standing successful community programs. Even 
in my back yard we are keeping lawyers busy over confrontations with other cardiology groups over breaches in con-
tracts. The basis for most of these problems is “turf”. As the pie gets smaller, more pressure is being exerted on all of our 
practices to maintain old revenue streams or develop new ones. This sadly pits FACC against FACC.  These battles are 
often very public and harms our image in our communities and decreases the trust our patients have in us. How do we 
overcome these common problems and develop a true cohesive cardiovascular community? 
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I don’t have an easy answer nor am I naive enough to think we can eliminate all conflicts among cardiologists or our 
physician colleagues. I don’t have a solution for world peace. However, we can reflect during this Christmas season 
on what “Peace on earth, good will toward all” means in our lives and practices and how we might bring peace to 
our own spheres of influence. Loving your neighbor as yourself and praying for your enemies is difficult, especially 
when you don’t like them or when you feel you’ve been wronged. It, however, is the message of Christmas. Even if 
you are not Christian, we can reflect on how we might maintain the spirit of giving and compassion throughout the 
year. At the very least, we all need to be honest in our contracts and arrangements with other groups and hospitals. 
This shows integrity and builds respect within the medical community and in the community in general. Perhaps, 
with a little more honesty and respect for each other we can improve our efforts to build a cohesive, collegial cardio-
vascular community. 
 

I wish you all a peaceful and blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year. 
 

 Mike 
  

2) Chapter News and Activities 
 

Congress this last week passed legislation eliminating the planned 10% cuts in Medicare physician reimbursement 
and replacing the cuts with a 0.5% increase. The bill passed also did not include further reductions in imaging pay-
ments. Unfortunately, the update is temporary through June 08 and is not paid for by budget cuts elsewhere. This 
cuts our work out for us going forward as it will be even more difficult to effect payment reform beyond July 08. 
Thanks to all who participated in our advocacy efforts. We will be relying on our grassroots once again in 08. 
  
Advocacy Committee: 
  

The Oregon Board of Radiology held a public hearing on December 15th to discuss SB 144 and possible legislation to 
be considered in 2008 or 2009. Our ACC Chapter was asked by the OMA to provide written testimony which was 
read into the record. Advocacy Chair Kirk Walker and Governor Mike Widmer provided letters. The following is a 
summary of the meeting's proceedings provided to Kirk Walker by the OMA. 
  

Hi Dr. Walker, 
  
I represented the OMA at the Board of Radiologic Tech Meeting, so Amy asked that I respond to your email. 
  

The meeting started with a power point presentation which you can actually view online: 
http://www.oregon.gov/RadTech/pdfs/legislativeupdatepresentation.pdf  
The purpose was to provide an overview of past legislation and efforts made by the board. 
  
After this quick presentation (it lasted less than 10 minutes) the floor was opened for public comment. 
  
Most of the public comment surrounded support of the board extending its membership to include other modalities. 
There were also concerns about which modalities would be included, how that would work, etc. 
  
A few members of the public were concerned with establishing a basic level of education for all diagnostic jobs, and 
then increasing the level of required education for specific modalities. 
  
Frank Krause, a member of the SDMS, testified about quality of care, and credentialing. He also wanted to make 
sure that your letter, which was handed out to everyone present at the meeting by Board staff, was acknowledged 
into the official record. 
  
Overall, the board meeting was short and consisted mostly of public comment, both written and spoken. The Board 
seems to be somewhat appreciative of public involvement, and I even received, today, an acknowledgment from the 
board of the OMA’s presence and encouragement for future involvement. I hope that summary is useful for you. 
  
Thanks, 
Jen 
Government Affairs Coordinator 
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3) Chapter Action 

   

The next Heart Club is scheduled for January 23rd at the Multnomah Athletic Club. The meeting will be our annual 
update from our OHSU colleagues led by Sanjiv Kaul. Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres will be served with exhibits 
from our suppliers from 6:30 - 7:15 pm, with dinner and the meeting presentation following. To register for the 
meeting, please send an e-mail with your name and contact information to alan@cardiologyinoregon.org or call 503-
345-9294. Due to space limitations, no spouses please. 
 

 Be honest. Show integrity. Pray for peace. 
    

4) Save the Date for the 2008 Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 

  

Save the Date  
5th Annual Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 

May 17—18, 2008 
Doubletree Lloyd Center 

Portland, Oregon 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * 

There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter…. 

  

The Oregon ACC Education Foundation!The Oregon ACC Education Foundation!The Oregon ACC Education Foundation!The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! 

Please consider an "End of the Year" gift to the Please consider an "End of the Year" gift to the Please consider an "End of the Year" gift to the Please consider an "End of the Year" gift to the 
Foundation!Foundation!Foundation!Foundation! 

  
At last year’s Annual Councilors’ Meeting, the Chapter Council agreed that the creation of an Education Charita-
ble Foundation that focused on supporting cardiovascular education and provided funding for quality cardiovas-
cular initiatives would be a strategic opportunity for our growing Chapter. By a unanimous vote, the Council 
agreed to form the ‘Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation’. We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Foundation has received approval from the IRS and our 501(c)(3)  Charitable Foundation TAX ID 
#  is 20-5915188. 
 

 Contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible and will assist in broadening the reach of the educational programs 
provided by the Oregon Chapter of the ACC. 
 
Contributions to the Foundation should be sent to: 
Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation 

c/o Oregon Chapter of the ACC 

PO Box 55424 

 
Portland, OR 97237 

  

Please accept my donation to the Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation: 

� $ 100.00       � $ 250.00       � $ 500.00       � $ 1,000.00    � Other ___________________ 
 
 If you wish to make a contribution using your credit card, please contact the Chapter Officer at 503-345-9294 and 
speak with Alan Morasch, Chapter Administrator. 
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Questions, Comments......Want to get more involved in Chapter Activities?  
Here is the contact information for your Chapter Officers and Leaders. 

  

Governor 
Mike Widmer, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, michael@heartdoctorsnw.com 

 
Past Governor 
Tony Furnary, MD, FACC, FACS, Starr-Wood Cardiac Group, Portland, OR, tfurnary@starrwood.com 

 
Governor-Emeritus 

Stuart Trenholme, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, strenholme@comcast.net 

 
Treasurer 

Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 

 
Councilor - Southern Oregon Members 

Doug Burwell, MD, FACC, Cardiology Consultants - Medford, OR, bwellz@charter.net 

 
Councilor - Eugene Members 

Matt Trojan, MD, Eugene, OR, MTrojan@oregoncardiology.com 

 
Councilor - Central Oregon Members 

Armond Lapine, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, lapinearmond@hotmail.com 

 
Councilor - CCA Members 

Paul Deitering, PA, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, paul.deitering@columbiacardiology.com 

 
Councilor - Emertius Members 

Don Sutherland, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, dwscardio@comcast.net 

 
Councilor - Portland Area Members 

Ty Gluckman, MD, FACC, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, ty.gluckman@columbiacardiology.com 

Aly Rahimtoola, MD, FACC, The Oregon Clinic, Portland, OR, arahimtoola@orclinic.com 

Pasala Ravichandran, MD, FACC, FACS, VA Hospital, Portland, OR, ravichan@ohsu.edu 

Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 

 
Councilor -  OHSU 

Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FACC, OHSU, Portland, OR, kauls@ohsu.edu 

 
Councilor - FIT 

Scott Chadderdon, MD, OHSU, Portland, OR, chadderd@ohsu.edu 

 
Committee Chair Advocacy  
Kirk Walker, MD, FACC, Cascade Cardiology, Salem, OR, kwalker@cascadecardiology.com  

 
Committee Chair Education 

Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 

 
Committee Chair Quality 

Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 

 
Chapter Administrator 

Alan Morasch, CAE, Vancouver, WA, alan@cardiologyinoregon.org 

 

  


