
 

 

 

 

The mission of the Oregon Chapter of the ACC is to build a cohesive Cardiovascular community  
throughout the State of Oregon, in order to locally promote education, research, use of guidelines  

and influence health care policy. 

 

February 2008 Chapter Newsletter 
  

In this Issue... 
1) Governor's Message 
2) Chapter News and Activities 
3) Chapter Action 
4) Save the Date for the 2008 Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 
5) There's Something New in the Chapter - The Oregon ACC Education Foundation 
  

    
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
1) Governor's Message 
Fellow OR ACC Chapter members, 
As many of you have heard or read the Oregon Supreme Court recently struck down a state law limiting liability of state 
employees to $250,000. This court decision stemmed from a malpractice case involving OHSU. As a result of this decision 
the President of OHSU, Joe Robertson, was forced to eliminate $30 million from the OHSU budget to address the cost of 
this new unlimited liability. Funding for several programs was cut, including programs for indigent and rural care. In 
addition 10 slots for incoming medical students were cut. Sanjiv Kaul assured me that his cardiology program was not 
directly affected, but I think the implications for the Oregon physician work force are obvious. 

The cardiology work force is an important issue for the OR ACC Chapter. At our meeting in Salishan our councilors 
discussed how to engage our FITs and keep them here in the state. We also discussed how we might be able to use 
our retired and soon-to-be-retired cardiologists to improve rural access to cardiology care. Medical liability is also an 
important issue, but has taken a back seat over the past two years after we lost a close tort reform ballot measure. 
Given the unintended consequences of the recent Supreme Court decision, now may be the time to re-address tort 
reform, or at least the physician workforce issue facing the state. 

The chapter has been presented with several opportunities to begin this discussion. Joe Robertson was my advisor in 
medical school and I spoke with him at length about this issue. He shares our concern about the work force and wel-
comes our support. As a result of Kirk Walker’s close work with the OMA, we also have a meeting with the OMA 
and State Representative Mitch Greenlick, Chair of the House Health Care Committee, scheduled for early March. 

It is far too soon to even speculate where these discussions will lead us, but your chapter will continue to advocate 
for improved access to quality cardiology care provided by a sufficient cardiology work force and we will continue 
to be on the lookout for opportunities to improve the practice of cardiology in the state of Oregon and the health of 
its citizens. 

Mike 

Oregon Chapter of the ACC 
PO Box 55424 
Portland, OR 97238 
503-345-9294 
www.cardiologyinoregon.org 
alan@cardiologyinoregon.org 
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2) Chapter News and Activities 

Alan and I attended the ACC Leadership Conference and BOG meeting in DC last month. Two items of note. The 
Board of Trustees is considering a BOG proposal to make Chapter dues mandatory. The ACC expects to announce 
its proposal for health care reform in March at the annual meeting. 
  

The Oregon Legislature ended its interim session this last week. Several bills with health care implications died in 
committee. HJR 100, a ballot referral measure to declare health care a right, passed the house but did not make it out 
of the senate. In addition a bill to limit liability exposure for negligence at OHSU (see above) also failed. 
  

While the Supreme Court struck down the law limiting state employee liability, the court in another case did rule 
that a current law limiting non-economic damages in wrongful death cases to $500K was constitutional. This ruling 
not only will help keep malpractice rates relatively stable, it may also provide precedent for future attempts to place 
limits on non-economic damages. The 1st quarter Heart Club was held January 23rd at the University Club. The 
meeting featured a review of OHSU’s current research endeavors by Sanjiv Kaul and a few of his associates. The 
meeting was attended by over thirty members and feedback was very positive supporting our decision to hold this 
OHSU research review on an annual basis. 
  

Treasurer Sandy Lewis was chosen by ACC President Doug Weaver to be on the National Women’s Health Commit-
tee.  This now makes two national committees where Sandy is representing our Chapter. The other committee is the 
Advocacy committee. Congratulations Sandy and thanks. 
  

Tony Furnary, our past governor, was also honored by being chosen as a founding member for the new ACC Surgi-
cal Council. Congratulations Tony. No resting on laurels for you. 
  

Aly Rahimtoola, another Portland Councilor, has agreed to represent the OR ACC as our delegate to the OMA 
House of Delegates. Thanks Aly. 
  

Portland Councilor Ty Gluckman and his wife Lindsey welcomed their daughter, Lainey Maya Gluckman, into the 
world January 30th. Congratulations Ty and Lindsey. May God bless your new family. 
  

Advocacy Committee: 
  

As you may recall the Oregon Board of Radiologic Technology (OBRT) attempted to pass a bill last legislative ses-
sion that would have granted the OBRT authority to license all radiology and ultrasound technicians, including 
echocardiography technicians. That bill never made it out of committee. The OBRT, however, remained interested in 
the licensing process and hosted a meeting this month to clarify their intentions and to explore ways to overcome 
the objections of various stake holders in anticipation of future legislation. The OBRT has since modified their earlier 
intentions and in so doing has received the support of several organizations representing ultrasound technicians, the 
American Society of Echocardiography as well as the OR ACC. 
 

As a result our advocacy chairman, Kirk Walker, has been working intimately with the OMA and the OBRT to de-
velop a new Imaging Technology Board that will have regulatory authority over imaging technicians and will repre-
sent the multiple specialties involved in imaging. This is a work in progress. More updates will follow. 
  

Education Committee: 
  

The 2008 Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium is well underway. The last speaker was recently confirmed and we 
have a great agenda planned. We have six hospital co-sponsors and nine industry exhibitors so far.  Vince Reyes, 
Alan and the rest of the education committee deserve a big thank you for all their good work so far. The light is at 
the end of the tunnel. 
  

Co-sponsors to date include: 

OHSU, Tuality Health Systems, SW Washington Medical Center, Rogue Valley Medical Center, Adventist Medi-
cal Center and Oregon Heart & Vascular Institute. 
  

Exhibitors include: 

TZ Medical, Terarecon, Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Schering-Plough, Sanofi-Aventis, Bristol-Myers Squibb, e 
Cardio Diagnostics, Forest Pharmaceuticals and Merck. 
As we only have a few remaining exhibit opportunities, if you are aware of a company that might want one of the 
remaining spots, please have them contact Alan at the Chapter office. 
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Quality Committee 
  

I had the opportunity to speak with a representative of Clear Choice Health Plans in Bend last week. CCHP is plan-
ning to initiate a wellness program for Summit high school students beginning at the start of the next school year in 
the fall. Part of their program involves educating the student’s family about health and wellness. CCHP would like 
to refer the student’s parents to the OR ACC pilot prevention program that we have started developing in Bend. 
CCHP would also provide financial support to help offset some of the costs of the program. This would not only 
give our pilot program a referral group of individuals to work out the kinks of implementation, but also give us 
funding to get the program off the ground. This is just the type of cooperation with insurance companies that we 
hope to create throughout the state. I also have a meeting scheduled with the St. Charles Foundation to discuss pos-
sible funding and support.  Another work in progress. Stay tuned. 
  

3) Chapter Action 
  

While the ACC was successful in preventing the 10 percent cut to Medicare physician payment from taking place on 
January 1, congressional intervention only delayed the cuts for six months. It is critical that we reach out to members 
of Congress and impress on them the importance of meeting their self-imposed deadline of July 1 preventing a 
scheduled 10.6 percent cut to Medicare that will endanger the access to care of millions of beneficiaries. While it is 
important to contact all of our Oregon Congressional delegation it is particularly important that you contact Senator 
Ron Wyden. He sits on the Senate Finance Committee, which will be spearheading any effort to stop the cuts. You 
can easily create a letter to your legislator and Senator Wyden by visiting the ACC's CardioAction Network. 
  

The ACC asks that you urge your legislator and Senator Wyden to: 
• Stop the payment cuts for 18 months; 
• Provide a positive update through 2009 that covers the increase in the cost of care; 
• Pave the way for a permanent replacement of the physician update formula; and 
• Oppose cuts to medical imaging services and support policies that foster imaging appropriateness and quality. 
  

....and plan to attend the OR ACC Symposium and tell others,  
such as your referring physicians, why they too should attend.  

Follow this link to the Symposium Agenda and Registration details! 
  

4) Save the Date for the 2008 Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 

5th Annual Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 
May 17—18, 2008 

Doubletree Lloyd Center  -  Portland, Oregon 
 

* * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * *     
The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! ----    Please consider a Gift to the Foundation!Please consider a Gift to the Foundation!Please consider a Gift to the Foundation!Please consider a Gift to the Foundation! 

  
At last year’s Annual Councilors’ Meeting, the Chapter Council agreed that the creation of an Education Charitable Founda-
tion that focused on supporting cardiovascular education and provided funding for quality cardiovascular initiatives would 
be a strategic opportunity for our growing Chapter. By a unanimous vote, the Council agreed to form the ‘Oregon Chapter 
American College of Cardiology Education Foundation’. We are pleased to announce that the Foundation has received approval 
from the IRS and our 501(c)(3)  Charitable Foundation TAX ID # is 20-5915188. 
 

Contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible and will assist in broadening the reach of the educational programs provided by the 
Oregon Chapter of the ACC. 
 

Contributions to the Foundation should be sent to: 
Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation 
c/o Oregon Chapter of the ACC 
PO Box 55424 
Portland, OR 97237 
  

Please accept my donation to the Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation: 
� $ 100.00       � $ 250.00       � $ 500.00       � $ 1,000.00    � Other ___________________ 
 

If you wish to make a contribution using your credit card, please contact the Chapter Officer at 503-345-9294 and speak with Alan 
Morasch, Chapter Administrator. 



Questions, Comments......Want to get more involved in Chapter Activities? 
Here is the contact information for your Chapter Officers and Leaders. 

Governor 
Mike Widmer, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, michael@heartdoctorsnw.com 
 
Past Governor 
Tony Furnary, MD, FACC, FACS, Starr-Wood Cardiac Group, Portland, OR, tfurnary@starrwood.com 
 
Governor-Emeritus 
Stuart Trenholme, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, strenholme@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer 
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 
 
Councilor - Southern Oregon Members 
Doug Burwell, MD, FACC, Cardiology Consultants - Medford, OR, bwellz@charter.net 
 
Councilor - Eugene Members 
Matt Trojan, MD, Eugene, OR, MTrojan@oregoncardiology.com 
 
Councilor - Central Oregon Members 
Armond Lapine, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, lapinearmond@hotmail.com 
 
Councilor - CCA Members 
Paul Deitering, PA, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, paul.deitering@columbiacardiology.com 
 
Councilor - Emertius Members 
Don Sutherland, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, dwscardio@comcast.net 
 
Councilor - Portland Area Members 
Ty Gluckman, MD, FACC, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, ty.gluckman@columbiacardiology.com 
Aly Rahimtoola, MD, FACC, The Oregon Clinic, Portland, OR, arahimtoola@orclinic.com 
Pasala Ravichandran, MD, FACC, FACS, VA Hospital, Portland, OR, ravichan@ohsu.edu 
Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 
 
Councilor -  OHSU 
Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FACC, OHSU, Portland, OR, kauls@ohsu.edu 
 
Councilor - FIT 
Scott Chadderdon, MD, OHSU, Portland, OR, chadderd@ohsu.edu 
 
Committee Chair Advocacy  
Kirk Walker, MD, FACC, Cascade Cardiology, Salem, OR, kwalker@cascadecardiology.com 
 
Committee Chair Education 
Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 
 
Committee Chair Quality 
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 
 
Chapter Administrator 
Alan Morasch, CAE, Vancouver, WA, alan@cardiologyinoregon.org 
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