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1) Governor's Message

Fellow OR ACC Chapter members,

As Thanksgiving approaches I would like to give thanks to a number of individuals in our chapter. First, I want to
say a big thank you to all the Councilors who gave up a weekend of their time to attend and participate in our an-
nual meeting in Salishan. As you will see in the rest of the newsletter, this was a very productive meeting. I want to
especially thank our newest Councilors, Aly Rahimtoola, Matt Trojan, Ty Gluckman and Scott Chatterdon for pro-
viding our discussions with energy and insight as well as volunteering to take on various tasks for the chapter.
Thank you, also, to all the spouses who lent us their wives and husbands for this meeting, particularly those wives
pregnant and recently past pregnant. Thanks to Don Sutherland for participating as our new Emeritus Councilor
and for his ongoing desire to serve his community. Thanks to Sanjiv Kaul for his continuing efforts to build the rela-
tionship with OHSU and the larger cardiovascular community. Our former Governors, Tony Furnary, Stu Tren-
holme and Len Christie also deserve a round of hearty thanks for their ongoing involvement in and commitment to
the Chapter. Their past and present leadership ensures the continuing success of the Chapter. Finally, I want to give
a heartfelt thank you to Alan and Lisa Morasch who made the weekend happen and whose daily efforts make Ore-
gon one of the leading ACC chapters in the country.

Mike
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2) Chapter News and Activities

The annual Councilors” meeting was held October 26-27th at Salishan. The purpose of the meeting was to review our
progress from the prior year, address new issues and concerns of the Councilors and set the agenda for the Chapter
for the coming year. Our meeting was very productive and we set an exciting agenda for 2008. The Council ap-
proved agenda for 2008 can be divided into several categories: Chapter governance, Chapter development, Founda-
tion development and Committee Action. A brief summary follows.

Chapter Governance:
The Council voted to amend the bylaws to stagger the terms of our Councilors so that a significant number of our

Councilors would not end their terms at the same time. This amendment would help to ensure institutional memory
and encourage better continuity. The Council also felt it was important to lengthen the term of a Councilor to three
years thereby giving the Councilor more time to “learn the ropes” and participate on our new committees. The
changes to the bylaws are pending approval by ACC national.

Chapter Development::
The Council voted in favor of several ideas to continue our efforts to increase chapter membership involvement and to

show relevance of chapter membership. The Council formally voted to approve the chapter member handbook and direc-
tory that I have been mentioning over the last few months. The Council felt that an on-line version was the best way to
proceed. We are still in the process of updating and confirming our membership lists. We are asking our Councilors to
help verify current members and identify those who may be national, but not state, members as well as those cardiologists
and cardiovascular surgeons who are neither. This directory will include our CCA members as well.

The Council identified FIT involvement and development as a priority for not only Chapter development, but also a
priority for addressing work force issues in the state. Sanjiv Kaul, Aly Rahimtoola, Ty Gluckman, Scott Chadderdon
and Matt Trojan volunteered to develop a work force task force and to plan a FIT job fair in August to introduce our
Oregon Fellows to the various practices in the state. (More about the work force task force later.)

The Council also voted to further the development of the website. Aly Rahimtoola and Matt Trojan volunteered to
lead this effort. We plan to provide access to the “Road Show” slides and Heart Club presentations. In addition we
hope to use the website as a way to consolidate information regarding the various non-Chapter sponsored educa-
tional opportunities around the state. Legislative contact information will also be available as well as information
about various volunteer and charitable activities in the state.

The Council also felt that increasing awareness and access to the symposium was another important way to show
relevance of chapter membership. Last year’s symposium was recorded on DVD. The Council voted to send out the
DVDs with the mailing for the symposium this year as a way of showing those who did not attend last year what a
great meeting they missed and to entice them to attend this year. This year’s symposium will also be recorded, but
will subsequently be available for a nominal fee. The Council also charged Alan with looking into putting the sym-
posium on public access television as a way of showing the community the educational service we provide.

Foundation Development:

The Foundation was created as a way to provide financial stability and sustainability for the chapter’s educational
and quality initiatives well into the future. With great foresight the Council voted to fund the foundation with
$25,000. In addition Alan and his wife Lisa made the first personal donation to the foundation in honor of his mother
who died recently of heart failure. Thank you Alan and Lisa for your gift from the heart.
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Committee Action:

Executive Committee:

The Executive Committee, consisting of Governor Mike Widmer, Past Governor Tony Furnary, Treasurer Sandy
Lewis and ex-officio member Chapter Administrator Alan Morasch, was charged with developing a five year plan
for the chapter. The purpose of the five year plan is to move the Chapter toward planning for the future and creating
a vision instead of solely reacting to the present.

The Executive Committee was also charged with staggering the terms of the Councilors as well as enhancing the
nomination and election process for regional Councilors.

The Committee will carry out a performance review of the Chapter Administrator before the end of the month.
Sandy Lewis, our current Treasurer, will finalize the 2008 budget following completion of this review and will send
the budget to the Council for final approval.

Advocacy Committee:

The Advocacy Committee was charged with several important tasks. Under the direction of Committee Chair Kirk
Walker, the Advocacy Committee will develop a “Quick Response Network”. This network will be made up of our
councilors as well as interested members who can be relied upon to contact state and national legislators when the
need arises. The development of this network will require the identification of members who have personal relation-
ships with their legislators. The committee and our Councilors are charged with identifying these individuals.

In conjunction with the Chapter's five year plan, the Advocacy Committee was also charged with developing a pro-
posal for creating a Chapter Political Action Committee (PAC). Finally, it is anticipated that the ultrasound techni-
cian licensure issue will come back up in this next legislative session and the Advocacy Committee is charged with
working with the OMA to educate our state legislators about imaging technician licensure and lab accreditation.

Education Committee:

While the 2008 symposium planning is well under way under the direction of Education Committee Chair, Vince
Reyes, the Council voted to have the Education Committee pursue several additional endeavors. The Council asked
the committee to obtain an audience response system for participants to use during the crossfire sessions. The Edu-
cation Committee was also charged with recording the symposium again. The Council also thought that it would be
a good idea to invite our state and national legislators to attend the symposium, especially with ACC President Jim
Dove giving the keynote address on Health Care reform.

For 2009 the Council voted to allow the Education Committee to proceed with efforts to develop relationships with
other regional meetings and develop a larger statewide symposium. The Council also approved the Education Com-
mittee to continue the quarterly Heart Club meetings around the state. A topic that was discussed extensively with
regards to education in the State was the numerous dinner talks given around the state sponsored by drug compa-
nies. The Council voted to have the Education Committee look into bringing these events under the ACC umbrella,
perhaps through offering CME, and ensuring the quality of speakers and topics.

Quality Committee:

Sandy Lewis volunteered to be the Chair of the Quality Committee and to carry out the Council-approved agenda
for the committee. This included developing a media panel, a D2B miniconference and creating a statewide preven-
tion program. The purpose of the media panel is to provide our local media outlets with key contacts for cardiology
information. The panel is envisioned to be made up of our Councilors and interested chapter members. These indi-
viduals would receive media training arranged and paid for by the Chapter.

As all of our state primary PCI programs are involved in D2B, the Council voted to have the Quality Committee look
into creating a D2B mini-conference to provide these institutions a forum for discussion, exchange of ideas, and dis-
semination of best practices. The Council was very excited about the proposal to develop a prevention program. It is
envisioned to be the Chapter’s flag ship community program designed to provide comprehensive screening and risk
factor modification education. While still in the conceptual phase, the program would partner the Chapter with the
various regional health institutions, OHSU, businesses and insurers to create a no barrier program for early identifi-
cation of CAD and CAD risk. Ty Gluckman and Ravi offered to be on the committee with Sandy and Mike.
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Committee Action:

Work Force Task Force:

This great idea was prompted by a discussion led by our Emeritus Councilor Don Sutherland and proposed by for-
mer Governor Len Christie. Don brought up the fact that many cardiologists in the later stages of their careers wish
to cut back on their work loads, but still wish to contribute to their communities. Often partnership rules and bylaws
prevent these cardiologists from working part time or not taking call. Don suggested that the Chapter could provide
a way for these cardiologists to remain active. Ty, Aly, and Sanjiv all raised the issue of the problems of rural access
to cardiology services and suggested that this would be an opportunity for our older colleagues and perhaps the
Chapter could support them. Len suggested that the Chapter develop a task force that could work with OHSU and
the state to address these two needs. The Council unanimously approved the motion.

3) Chapter Action

a) Contact your councilor: Please assist your councilor in identifying non ACC and non-OR ACC chapter members
as well as the mid level providers in your practice.

b) Respond to requests for confirming accurate demographic and practice information for the online password protected
directory.

¢) Let your councilor know if you would like to be part of the Quick Response Network or the Media Panel.

d) If you have a special relationship with a State or National representative, please let your Councilor know.

e) Contact your legislator: There is still time to encourage Congress to prevent the scheduled 10% reduction in Medicare
reimbursement. Ask them to sign onto S. 1338 /H.B. 1293 “The Access to Medicare Imaging Act of 2007”. Encourage your
congressional leaders to also sign onto a letter circulating on Capitol Hill urging House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) to
“take any cuts to medical imaging services off the table” as the House and Senate work to address Medicare physician pay-
ment. ACC members are asked to contact their representative and urge him/her to sign-on to the letter. Representatives
wishing to join the letter can contact Peter Kay in the office of Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) at peter.kay@mail.house.gov,
Monica Volante in the office of Rep. Joe Pitts (R-PA) at monica.volante@mail.house.gov, or Lantie Slenzak in the office of
Rep. Gene Green (D-TX) at lantie.slenzak@mail.house.gov. Legislation may be introduced before Congress recesses for the
Thanksgiving holiday so it is critical that members make their calls ASAP.

) Use the ACC hotline to easily connect with your representatives. Contact your legislators and urge them to prevent the
10% cuts in Medicare reimbursement. Ask them to sign onto S. 1338 /H.B. 1293 “The Access to Medicare Imaging Act of
2007”. Use the ACC hotline to easily connect with your representatives. The ACC Grassroots Hotline is (800) 210-7193.

Save the Date for the 2008 Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium
5th Annual Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium - May 17—18, 2008
Doubletree Lloyd Center - Portland, Oregon
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There's Something New in the Chapter....The Oregon ACC Education Foundation!

At last year’s Annual Councilors’ Meeting, the Chapter Council agreed that the creation of an Education Charitable Founda-
tion that focused on supporting cardiovascular education and provided funding for quality cardiovascular initiatives would
be a strategic opportunity for our growing Chapter. By a unanimous vote, the Council agreed to form the ‘Oregon Chapter
American College of Cardiology Education Foundatior’. We are pleased to announce that the Foundation has received approval
from the IRS and our 501(c)(3) Charitable Foundation TAXID # is 20-5915188.

Contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible and will assist in broadening the reach of the educational programs
provided by the Oregon Chapter of the ACC.

Contributions to the Foundation should be sent to:

Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation
¢/ o Oregon Chapter of the ACC

PO Box 55424

Portland, OR 97237

Please accept my donation to the Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation:
() $100.00 () $250.00 () $500.00 () $1,000.00 () Other

If you wish to make a contribution using your credit card, please contact the Chapter Officer at 503-345-9294 and
speak with Alan Morasch, Chapter Administrator.
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Questions, Comments......Want to get more involved in Chapter Activities?
Here is the contact information for your Chapter Officers and Leaders.

Governor
Mike Widmer, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, michael@heartdoctorsnw.com

Past Governor
Tony Furnary, MD, FACC, FACS, Starr-Wood Cardiac Group, Portland, OR, tfurnary@starrwood.com

Governor-Emeritus
Stuart Trenholme, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, strenholme@comcast.net

Treasurer
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com

Councilor - Southern Oregon Members
Doug Burwell, MD, FACC, Cardiology Consultants - Medford, OR, bwellz@charter.net

Councilor - Eugene Members
Matt Trojan, MD, FACC, Eugene, OR, MTrojan@oregoncardiology.com

Councilor - Central Oregon Members
Armond Lapine, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, lapinearmond@hotmail.com

Councilor - CCA Members
Paul Deitering, PA, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, paul.deitering@columbiacardiology.com

Councilor - Emertius Members
Don Sutherland, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, dwscardio@comcast.net

Councilor - Portland Area Members

Ty Gluckman, MD, FACC, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, ty.gluckman@columbiacardiology.com
Aly Rahimtoola, MD, FACC, The Oregon Clinic, Portland, OR, arahimtoola@orclinic.com

Pasala Ravichandran, MD, FACC, FACS, VA Hospital, Portland, OR, ravichan@ohsu.edu

Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net

Councilor - OHSU
Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FACC, OHSU, Portland, OR, kauls@ohsu.edu

Councilor - FIT
Scott Chadderdon, MD, OHSU, Portland, OR, chadderd@ohsu.edu

Committee Chair Advocacy
Kirk Walker, MD, FACC, Cascade Cardiology, Salem, OR, kwalker@cascadecardiology.com

Committee Chair Education
Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net

Committee Chair Quality
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com

Chapter Administrator
Alan Morasch, CAE, Vancouver, WA, alan@cardiologyinoregon.org




