
 

 

 

 

The mission of the Oregon Chapter of the ACC is to build a cohesive Cardiovascular community  
throughout the State of Oregon, in order to locally promote education, research, use of guidelines  

and influence health care policy. 

 
October 2007 Chapter Newsletter 
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2) News - National and State 
    a) Oregon Roadshow Goes to Medford 
    b) SCHIP/CHAMP Reconciliation Bill Update 
    c) Blue Cross - Blue Shield (BCBS) Settlement Fund Deadline is October 19, 2007 
    d) Matt Trojan Named the New Eugene Councilor 
3) Advocacy 
4) Education - 2008 Symposium Update 
5) Quality - Sandy Lewis Named New Quality Committee Chair 
6) Chapter Member and Councilors' Action 
    a) Chapter members encouraged to contact your legislators 
    b) Annual Councilors' meeting scheduled for October 26 - 28 at Salishan 
    c) October 19th is the BC/BS Settlement Claim Deadline 
   d) Providence HVI Physician Symposium - November 2nd - Nike Campus  
 7) There's Something New in the Chapter - The Oregon ACC Education Foundation 
 

    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
1) Governor's Message 
 

 Greetings Fellow OR ACC Chapter Members, 
 
Fall is a season of change. This was clearly evident as I drove through snow flurries over the Crater Lake pass on my 
way home from Medford. In keeping with this season of change the annual Councilors’ meeting will be held at Salis-
han at the end of the month. This will be an important meeting for your chapter as we transition to a more fully 
functioning chapter with a broad agenda and exciting initiatives. We will be discussing many changes to chapter 
structure and function during this meeting. The primary goal is to better represent and serve you, the chapter mem-
bers. It is imperative that your councilors hear from you prior to the meeting so we know how the chapter can serve 
you more effectively. Go to the chapter web site if you are unsure as to who the councilor is for your area. What will 
not change is the commitment of your governor and chapter council to “build a cohesive cardiovascular community 
throughout the state of Oregon in order to locally promote education, research, the use of guidelines and to influ-
ence health policy”.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 Mike 
 

 
 

Oregon Chapter of the ACC 
PO Box 55424 
Portland, OR 97238 
503-345-9294 
www.cardiologyinoregon.org 
alan@cardiologyinoregon.org 



2) News 
 
a) Oregon's Roadshow Goes to Medford 
The Fall Oregon ACC “Roadshow”/ Heart Club was held October 2nd in Medford. The evening gathering held in 
the renovated old Southern Pacific train station and was attended by colleagues from all three Medford cardiology 
groups. The event was again sponsored by the gracious support of Medtronic. Thank you to all who attended this 
informative and productive meeting. Special thanks to Brian Gross for helping to organize the meeting and ensuring 
a great turnout.  
  
b) SCHIP/CHAMP Reconciliation Bill Update 
As expected the SCHIP/CHAMP reconciliation bill did not include provisions for stopping the 10% SGR mandated 
cuts in medicare physician reimbursement. Sen. Max Baucus has gone on record stating that he will introduce legis-
lation later in the year to address the cuts. This still gives the cardiology community time to contact our legislators 
and ask them to stop the 10% cuts, fix the SGR and oppose further reductions in imaging reimbursements. The 
ACC’s hotline remains active (800) 210-7193. 
 

c) Blue Cross-Blue Shield (BCBS) Settlement Fund Deadline is October 19, 2007 
Oregon physicians and physician groups have until October 19, 2007 to file a claim from the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield (BCBS) Settlement Fund. Attached is a simple explanation of how to file your claim. The following link pro-
vides you with additional information. http://bcbsphysiciansettlement.com/QandA.HTML#FAQ1 If you have any 
questions about the BCBS Settlement Fund, or need assistance in completing your claim, please contact Mia 
Rosenberg in the ACC Payer Advocacy department at mrosenbe@acc.org or 800-253-4636, Ext. 6418.  Please advise 
your medical partners and practice administrator of this deadline. The average physician payout is expected to be 
about $1000. Consider donating your settlement to the OR ACC Foundation. 
  

d) Matt Trojan Named the New Eugene Councilor 
A special welcome to our newest Chapter Councilor. Matt Trojan, M.D., FACC of Oregon Cardiology in Eugene has 
agreed to represent the Eugene area cardiologists of the Oregon Chapter membership. 
  

3) Advocacy 
  
After being approached by the Oregon Medical Association, members of the advocacy committee recommended 
that the Chapter support Ballot measure 50 (raises the tobacco tax to increase the number of children covered by the 
SCHIP). The chapter agreed to sign on as a supporter of the ballot measure on the basis of a majority vote among the 
councilors. 
  

4) Education - 2008 Symposium Update 
  
A conference call was held early in the morning on October 2nd. The committee, headed by chair, Vince Reyes, final-
ized the program and intended speakers. Acting on behalf of OHSU councilor, Sanjiv Kaul, Jonathan Lindner volun-
teered to help contact several intended speakers. Thank you, Jonathan. The committee hopes to have many speakers 
committed prior to the Salishan meeting. The Winter Heart Club meeting in Portland in now in the planning stages. 
Stay tuned for date, time and location.  
 

5) Quality 
  
Our current treasurer, Sandy Lewis, agreed to be chairwoman of the Quality committee. While the committee has 
not been active since the push to enroll our regional institutions in the D2B initiative, big plans are in store for the 
committee at the Salishan meeting.  
 

 6) Chapter Member and Councilors' Action 
  
a) Chapter members encouraged to contact your legislators 
Contact your legislators and urge them to prevent the 10% cuts in Medicare reimbursement. Ask them to sign onto 
S. 1338/H.B. 1293 “The Access to Medicare Imaging Act of 2007”. Use the ACC hotline to easily connect with your 
representatives. The ACC Grassroots Hotline is (800) 210-7193.   
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b) Annual Councilors'meeting scheduled for October 26 - 28 at Salishan  
The ACC Councilors’ Meeting is scheduled for Oct. 26-28 at Salishan. Contact your regional councilor and let them 
know your issues and concerns. You can also use the website forum as a place to express your ideas or needs. The 
website also provides a list of our current councilors 
  

c)  October 19th is the BC/BS Settlement Claim Deadline 
Remember, October 19, 2007 is the deadline for filing your BC/BS settlement claim. Consider donating your settle-
ment to the OR ACC Foundation. If you are interested in donating, please contact Alan at 503-345-9294 
 

 d) Providence HVI Physician Symposium - November 2nd - Nike Campus  
Providence HVI is conducting its 2007 Physician Sympsium on Nov. 2nd, from 11:45 am-6:00 pm, at the Stanford 
Theater - Tiger Woods Center on the Nike Campus in Beaverton. As an added symposium attraction, tours of the 
Nike campus will be available prior to start of the symposium; advanced pre-registration will be necessary for the 
tours. Click here for PHVI Symposium Details and Registration information. The PHVI 2006 physician symposium 
was a success, with 162 physicians and nurse specialists from 18 different cities in OR and WA registering for the 
event. This event is being offered at no charge and participants will receive CME & CEU credits.  

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter….There’s Something New in the Chapter…. 
The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation! The Oregon ACC Education Foundation!  

  
At last year’s Annual Councilors’ Meeting, the Chapter Council agreed that the creation of an Education Charita-
ble Foundation that focused on supporting cardiovascular education and provided funding for quality cardiovas-
cular initiatives would be a strategic opportunity for our growing Chapter. By a unanimous vote, the Council 
agreed to form the ‘Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation’. We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Foundation has received approval from the IRS and our 501(c)(3)  Charitable Foundation TAX ID 
#  is 20-5915188. 
  
Contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible and will assist in broadening the reach of the educational programs 
provided by the Oregon Chapter of the ACC.  
  
Contributions to the Foundation should be sent to: 
Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation 
c/o Oregon Chapter of the ACC 
PO Box 55424 
Portland, OR 97237 

  
Please accept my donation to the Oregon Chapter American College of Cardiology Education Foundation : 
 

� $ 100.00 � $ 250.00 � $ 500.00 � $ 1,000.00   � Other ___________________________________  
If you wish to make a contribution using your credit card, please contact the Chapter Officer at 503-345-9294 and 
speak with Alan Morasch, Chapter Administrator. 

 

Save the Date  

5th Annual Oregon Cardiovascular Symposium 
May 17—18, 2008 

Doubletree Lloyd Center  -  Portland, Oregon 
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Questions, Comments......Want to get more involved in Chapter Activities?  
Here is the contact information for your Chapter Officers and Leaders. 

  

Governor 
Mike Widmer, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, michael@heartdoctorsnw.com 

 
Past Governor 
Tony Furnary, MD, FACC, FACS, Starr-Wood Cardiac Group, Portland, OR, tfurnary@starrwood.com 

 
Governor-Emeritus 
Stuart Trenholme, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, strenholme@comcast.net 

 
Treasurer 
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 

 
Councilor - Southern Oregon Members 
Doug Burwell, MD, FACC, Cardiology Consultants - Medford, OR, bwellz@charter.net 

 
Councilor - Eugene Members 
Matt Trojan, MD, FACC, Eugene, OR, MTrojan@oregoncardiology.com 

 
Councilor - Central Oregon Members 
Armond Lapine, MD, FACC, Heart Center Cardiology, Bend, OR, lapinearmond@hotmail.com 

 
Councilor - CCA Members 
Paul Deitering, PA, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, paul.deitering@columbiacardiology.com 

 
Councilor - Emertius Members 
Don Sutherland, MD, FACC, Portland, OR, dwscardio@comcast.net 

 
Councilor - Portland Area Members 
Ty Gluckman, MD, FACC, Columbia Cardiology, Portland, OR, ty.gluckman@columbiacardiology.com 
Aly Rahimtoola, MD, FACC, The Oregon Clinic, Portland, OR, arahimtoola@orclinic.com 
Pasala Ravichandran, MD, FACC, FACS, VA Hospital, Portland, OR, ravichan@ohsu.edu 
Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 

 
Councilor -  OHSU 
Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FACC, OHSU, Portland, OR, kauls@ohsu.edu 

 
Councilor - FIT 
Scott Chadderdon, MD, OHSU, Portland, OR, chadderd@ohsu.edu 

 
Committee Chair Advocacy  
Kirk Walker, MD, FACC, Cascade Cardiology, Salem, OR, kwalkermd@cc.mvipa.org  

 
Committee Chair Education 
Vince Reyes, MD, FACC, NW Cardiologists, Hillsboro, OR, vpreyes@nwcardio.net 

 
Committee Chair Quality 
Sandra Lewis, MD, FACC, NW Cardiovascular, Portland, OR, sandral@nw-ci.com 

 
Chapter Administrator 
Alan Morasch, CAE, Vancouver, WA, alan@cardiologyinoregon.org 
 

  


